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Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 



3M Center, PO Box 33427 
St. Paul, MN 55133-3427 USA 



THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION MAY CONTAIN 
CONFIDENTIAL OR LEGALLY PRIVILEGED INFORMATION INTENDED ONLY FOR THE 
PERSON OR ENTITY NAMED BELOW. 

If you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, use, disclose, distribute or copy this transmission. 

If this transmission was received in error, please immediately notify Sue Dacko by telephone directly at 
(651) 736-4638 and we will arrange for its return at no cost to you. Thank you. 
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Tech Center 3700 
USPTO 
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OurRef: 54135US011 


GROU 


Phone: (651)736-7776 




Fax No. (651) 736-3833 
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3 2002 

3700 



Remarks: 

Attached are the following: 

1. Petition to Make Special (in duplicate); and 

2, Copy of U.S. Patent 6,047,698 
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Patent 

Case No.: 54135US011 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



First Named Inventor: BOWERS, JOHN L. 

Application No.: 09/986346 

Fi l ed . November 8, 2001 

Titk .' UNIDIRECTIONAL FLUID VALVE 



Group Art Unit: 3753 
Examiner: 



Status INQUIRY 




Commissioner Tor Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



QjjjjjEI^Tl? TRANSMISSION 

and Tmdcmurk Office on: 



flnw-rphpr p. 2002 
Date 



^Stgnodby: Susan V- Packo 



Dear Sir; 

A request is made for the status 

yet to be issued for this case. 



November 1 3. 2002, 
Date 



of the above-identified application. An Office Action has 
Respectfully submitted, 



icarl G. HansofiTRcg^No,: 32,900 
Telq^honeNo.: 651-736-7776 



Office of intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Woperties Company 
P.O. Box 33427 
SI. Paul, MN 55133-3427 
Facsimile Mo.: 651-736-3833 



FAX RECEIVED 

NOV 1 3 2002 

GROUP 3700 
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Patent 

Case No.; 54135US0H 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

First Named Inventor: BOWERS, John L. 

Application No.: 09/986346 Group Art Unit: 3753 

Filed: November 8, 2001 Examiner: 

Title: UNIDIRECTIONAL FLUID VALVE 



Petition to Make Special 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Dear Sir: 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 
To Fax No.; 703-872-9302 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile ti 
and Trademark Office on: 



November », 2002 



Pate 




>]gncd by: 




Patent 



In accordance with the terms of Section 708,02 of the Manual Of Patent Examining 
Procedure and 37 CFR § 1.102, applicants petition to advance the examination of this application 
out of turn. Applicants request that this Petition be granted because of an actual infringement of the 
claims that are pending in this case. In furtherance of the Petition, the undersigned attorney hereby 
alleges that there is an infringing device product that is actually on the market and that a rigid 
comparison of the alleged infringing device with the claims of the application has been made. 
Applicants 1 attorney is of the view that some of the claims are unquestionably infringed. 
Applicants' attorney also has good knowledge of the pertinent prior art. Attached is a copy of U.S. 
Patent 6,047,698 which, is deemed to most closely represent the subject matter encompassed by the 
claims. 

Please charge the $1 30 fee for this petition under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 7(h) to Deposit Account No. 
13-3723. 

Respectfully submitted, 



November 13. 2002 



Date 
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Patent 

Case No.: 54135US011 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



First Named Inventor: 
Application No.: 
Filed: 
Title; 



Bowers, John L. 

09/986346 Group Art Unit: 3753 

November 8, 2001 Examiner: 
UNIDIRECTIONAL FLUID VALVE 



Petition to Make Special 



cbktjfktatk of transmission 

To Fax No.: 703-872-9302 

I hereby certify that ihh correspondence jg being facsimile tn 
and Trademark Office on; 



November 13. 2W2 




Oatc 



Signed 



1 by: Susan rVT D; 




Halent 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the terms of Section 708.02 of the Manual Of Patent Examining 
Procedure and 37 CFR § 1.102, applicants petition to advance the examination of this application 
out of turn. Applicants request that this Petition be granted because of an actual infringement of the 
claims that are pending in this case. In furtherance of the Petition, the undersigned attorney hereby 
alleges that there is an infringing device product that is actually on the market and that a rigid 
comparison of the alleged infringing device with the claims of the application has been made. 
Applicants' attorney is of the view thai some of the claims are unquestionably infringed. 
Applicants' attorney also has good knowledge of the pertinent prior art. Attached is a copy of U.S. 
Patent 6,047,698 which, is deemed to most closely represent the subject matter encompassed by the 
claims. 

Please charge the $1 30 fee for this petition under 37 CFR §1.1 7(h) to Deposit Account No. 
13-3723. 

Respectfully submitted, 



November 13. 2002 



Date 



Office of Intellectual Properly Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
P.O. Box 33427 
St. Paul, MN 55133-3427 
Facsimile!*).: 651-736-3833 




Karl G. Hanson, Reg. No.: ~52;900 
Telephone No.: 651-736-7776 
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